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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 January 2007 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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Application Papers 
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10) 23 The drawing(s) filed on 20 October 2003 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendments of 1/30/2007. It is noted that 
claims 6, 10, and 14 have been amended, claims 7, 8, 15, and 16 have been canceled, 
claims 1-5, 11-13, and 18-24 have been withdrawn, and claims 25 and 26 have been 
added. In making the below rejections and/or objections the examiner has considered 
and addressed each of the applicant's arguments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. , 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 6, 9, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Veyrat 4,797,071. 

Veyrat discloses a motor and vane-pump assembly comprising a motor/drive 
assembly having an output shaft 48; a pump assembly having an input shaft 51 matable 
with the motor/gear box assembly output shaft 48; and an adapter 40, or aligning 
means, rigidly coupled between the motor/drive assembly and the pump assembly and 
having a bore there through to permit at least one of the output shaft and the input shaft 
to pass therethrough (see configuration of shaft 51 in Fig. 3); and a base, or supporting 
means, rigidly coupled to the adapter body 40 that supports the adapter body wherein 
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the base is coupled, and could be rigidly coupled, to the pump assembly and the 
adaptor body only (see configuration in Fig. 3, particularly how the pump assembly on 
the right rests on the base, and how the base does not contact the motor). Veyrat 
further discloses that the adapter 40 is a unitary part. 

Furthermore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been an obvious 
matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to couple both, and only, 
the adaptor and the pump assembly to the base because Applicant has not disclosed 
that the arrangement or disposition or these elements provides an advantage, is used 
for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. Applicant has merely stated that 
"the motor gear box assembly is not directly connected to the base... but rather has a 
clearance and is supported solely by its connection with the alignment adaptor" which is 
seen in the prior art above. Therefore, it has been held that mere rearrangement of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. In re Kuhle, 526 
F.2d 553, 188 USPQ 7 (CCPA 1975) (see MPEP 2144.04, VI. C. - Rearrangement of 
Parts). 

4. Claims 10, 17, 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Veyrat 4,797,071 , in view of Oehman, Jr. 6,764,284, and in further 
view of Eberhardt 4,786,239. 

Veyrat discloses the invention as discussed above. However, Veyrat does not 
teach the following claimed limitations taught by Oehman, Jr. 

Oehman, Jr. discloses a pump mount assembly comprising: driving means 1 1 
having an output shaft 26; pumping means 14 having an input shaft 42 matable with the 
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driving means output shaft; and an adapter or aligning means 57 rigidly coupled 
between the driving means and the pumping means for aligning the driving means and 
the pumping means, and having a bore therethrough to permit at least one of the output 
shaft and the input shaft to pass therethrough (see Figs. 3 and 4). Oehman, Jr. also 
discloses that the adapter is a unitary part (see 57 in Fig. 4). Oehman, Jr. further 
discloses a first face having a counterbore (see counterbore in 57 in Fig. 4); and a bore 
extending from the front face to a second face through the adapter or aligning means 57 
to permit a shaft to pass through between the pumping means and the driving means 
(see Fig. 3). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the pump mount assembly of Veyrat, by implementing a counterbore 
in the first face, as well as a bore extending from the front face to a second face in order 
to create a mechanically-sealed interface between the motor and the pump (Oehman 
Jr., col. 4, lines 13-18). 

Veyrat in view of Oehman, Jr. disclose the invention as discussed above. 
However, Veyrat in view of Oehamn Jr. does not teach that the second face has at least 
two mounting holes that receive shoulder screws threadable into the pumping means. 

Eberhardt teaches pumping system including a motor 10, a pump 12, and a 
pump drive shaft 24 coupled to a motor output shaft 1 1 . Eberhardt further teaches an 
adaptor or aligning means (see part directly to the left of the pump 12) defined by a first 
face having a counterbore and second face having at least two mounting holes that 
receive shoulder screws threadable into the pumping means (see Figs. 1 and 2 
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particularly screws that connect the adapter to 12). Eberhardt also teaches that the 
second face comprises a registration feature (see annular protrusion extending into 12, 
from the adaptor's second face, directly inside the screws) that permits registration with 
the pump assembly. Eberhardt teaches that this would be advantageous because the 
adapter supports the fuel supply for the motor and therefore needs a tightly sealed 
connection between the motor and the pump. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the pump mount assembly of Veyrat in view of Oehman, by 
modifying the second face of the adapter the have at least two mounting holes that 
receive shoulder screws threadable into the pumping means, as taught by Eberhardt, in 
order to provide a support for the fuel supply for the motor and to seal the connection 
between the motor and the pump (see col. 2, lines 54-57). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 1/30/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The arguments are addressed in the rejection as set forth to claims 6, 9, 
and 14 above. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J. Bertheaud whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3476. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571 ) 272-4561 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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